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Members of The Trimley St Martin Parish Council are duly summoned to attend the Trimley St Martin 
Annual Meeting of The Parish Council 

23rd June 2015 at 7.30pm 
The Memorial Hall, Trimley St Martin 

 

           
          J R Sills, Vice-Chairman 
          17th June 2015 
 

Public Session 
Please Note: residents are warmly welcomed and invited to give their views at this stage of the 
proceedings and to question the Parish Council on issues on the agenda, or raise issues for future 
consideration at the discretion of the Chairman.  Members of the public may stay to observe, but may 
not take part in the Parish Council meeting that follows. 
 

 Police Report 

 County and District Councillor Reports (items raised for decision at this time will be placed on the  
agenda for the next meeting) 

 Public Question Time 

 Members Questions 
 
 

Combined Annual and Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council 
Agenda 

1. Election of Chairman 
To elect a Chairman for 2015/2016, and for the Chairman to sign their Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office 

 
2. To Confirm the Appointment of a Temporary Parish Clerk (see attached) 

To confirm the appointment of Gordon Mussett as temporary Parish Clerk with immediate 
effect..  

 

3. To Receive Apologies for Absence 
 

4. To Receive Declarations of Interests 
For Councillors to declare pecuniary interests in matters on the agenda. 
 

5. To Receive and Determine Requests for Dispensations 
To receive and determine requests from Councillors for dispensations enabling them to speak, 
or speak and vote, on matters on which they have a pecuniary interest  
 

6. Elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council 
To elect a Vice-Chair for 2015/2016 

 

7. To Appoint Representatives to Outside Bodies (attached) 
To appoint representatives to outside bodies 

 



 

2 

 

 

8. To Appoint Committees and Sub-committees (attached) 
 To appoint committees and sub-committees 

 
9. To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting Held 7th April 2015 (attached) 

To approve the minutes of the meeting held 7th April 2015 
 

10. To Approve the Accounts for 2014/2015 (attached) 
To approve the Council’s Accounts for 2014/2015 

 
11. To Approve the Signing of the External Audit Return, Including Confirming the Council’s 

Annual Governance Statement – attached 
To approve the signing of the External Audit Return, including confirming the Council’s Annual 
Governance Statement 
 

12. To Approve the Appointment of the Suffolk Association of Local Councils as the 
Council’s Independent Internal Auditor - attached 
To approve the appointment of the Suffolk Association of Local Councils as the Council’s 
Independent Internal Auditor 

 
13. To Defer All Other Business to the Next Meeting of the Council, to be held on Tuesday 

21st July 2015 
 

14. Closure 
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ITEM 2 
Appointment of Temporary Parish Clerk 
 
Following the resignation of the previous Clerk it is necessary to appoint a “Proper Officer” for the 
Council.   The Suffolk Association of Local Councils have indicated that whilst the process of 
recruiting a permanent Clerk is taking place, Mr Gordon Mussett, one of their Board Members and 
Training Team, would be able to assist. 
Mr Mussett was Town Clerk at Haverhill Town Council from 2000 until his retirement in 2012, since 
which time he has provided locum cover to Long Melford Parish, Felixstowe and Saffron Walden 
Town Councils.  Mr Mussett is Clerk to Little Braxted Parish Council, one of the smallest, and earliest, 
Parishes to achieve Foundation Status under the new Quality Parish Scheme.  During his time at 
Haverhill Mr Mussett gave evidence to a Parliamentary Committee investigating bullying in local 
Councils. 
 
Members are recommended to appoint Mr Mussett for 12 hours/week on Local  Council Scale 
1, SCP23 until such time as a permanent appointment can be made. 
 
ITEM 7 
To Appoint Representatives to Outside Bodies 
Current Members 2014-2015 
Memorial Hall Management – John Sills and Ian Cowan 
Poors Charity Trustees - Joe Smith, John Sills, Berridge Eve 
East Suffolk Travellers Assoc. – None (represented by Bryan Frost; Trimley St Mary PC) 
Port of Felixstowe Liaison – Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk 
River Orwell Parishes – Keith Slaughter and Ian Cowan 
Joint Committee with TSMary PC – Chair, Vice Chair, Dave Pither and Clerk 
Police SNT Quarterly Meetings – All elected councillors 
Footpaths, River Orwell, Tree and Hedgerows Group – Carol Garrett, Justine Good and Berridge Eve 
Countryside Working Party – All elected councillors 
Freight Quality Partnership – John Barker 
Felixstowe and Trimley Futures Group – John Barker 
SCDC Felixstowe Peninsular AAP Working Group – John Sills 
 
Members are recommended to review these appointments for 2015/2016 
 
ITEM 8 
To Appoint Committees and Sub-committees 
 
The Council currently has the following Committees;- 
General Purpose – All elected councillors 
Planning – Carol Garrett, Dave Pither, John Sills, Ian Cowan 
 
Given that the General Purpose Committee comprises all Councillors it would make sense to 
subsume its activity into normal Council meetings.  This would then just leave the Planning 
Committee to which appointments need to be made.  To ensure the quoracy of this Committee it is 
recommended that the membership be increased to five. 
 
Members are recommended to adopt these changes and review the Planning Committee 
membership 
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ITEM 10 
To Approve the Accounts for 2014/2015 
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ITEM 11 
To Approve the Signing of the External Audit Return, Including Confirming the Council’s 
Annual Governance Statement 1 
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